The Watergate Investigation

The Senate investigation into the Watergate scandal is one of the

best-known examples of congressional oversight. It is a story of

how members of Congress, despite differing parties, opinions, and WAN I ED
L - : .

political ambitions, ultimately came together at a time of crisis in &

the best interests of the country, showing what can be achieved

when principles rise above politics. The investigation led to the

resignation of the president and legislation to strengthen
transparency and accountability in presidential elections and in the
operation of the federal government.

The Break-Ins and Formation of the Watergate Committee

On May 28 and June 17, 1972, seven operatives from the
Committee to Re-Elect the President (CREEP) broke into the
headquarters of the Democratic National Committee, located in the
Watergate complex in Washington, D.C. During the second of the

two break-ins, five of the burglars were arrested while attempting
to wiretap telephones and steal sensitive documents.

Wanted poster of Watergate conspirators

Over the next year, Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward of the .
Source: Library of Congress

Washington Post, working with a secret source called “Deep

Throat,” discovered and disclosed financial connections between the burglars, CREEP, and the White House. This was
significant, as it indicated President Nixon’s potential involvement in the break-ins and the effort to cover up White
House involvement in the plot.

On February 7, 1973, the Senate responded to public disapproval of the break-ins by unanimously establishing the
Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities, or the Watergate Committee. Members were chosen with
extreme care by both parties to avoid partisanship. The goal of the committee was to investigate “illegal, improper or
unethical activities” occurring in connection with the 1972 presidential campaign and to determine the need for new
legislation to safeguard U.S. elections.

Wiretapping: Secretly attaching a listening device to a telephone line to monitor or overhear a conversation.
Select Committee: A small committee in Congress formed for a specific purpose.
Partisanship: Lack of cooperation between opposing parties.

Perjury: The act of providing untruthful information while under oath.

As the committee commenced its investigation, revelations about the break-ins and subsequent cover-up continued to
emerge. Evidence surfaced revealing that perjury had been committed on behalf of the White House and that CREEP had
used “dirty tricks” to undermine and successfully sink the presidential campaign of Democratic frontrunner, Senator
Edmund Muskie.

White House Aides’ Testimony

Although President Nixon initially said that White House aides would not be permitted to testify due to executive
privilege, the committee pushed back, arguing that executive privilege did not apply to information about alleged crimes.
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The televised hearings lasted 51 days and captured 237 hours of witness testimony including by President Nixon’s top
aides, directors at CREEP, and the Watergate burglars. This testimony was crucial; many testified to destroying sensitive
or stolen documents, sabotaging Senator Muskie’s campaign, paying bribes, and feeling pressured by the White House to
commit perjury.

John Dean, who was granted immunity by the committee for his cooperation, began his famous week-long, televised
testimony on June 24, 1973. He admitted to obstructing justice while serving as White House counsel, encouraging
perjured testimony, laundering money, and other misconduct. He famously reported that he had told President Nixon,
“There was a cancer growing on the presidency” that needed to be removed. He outlined six conversations with
President Nixon that indicated the president was aware of, or even involved in, the Watergate cover-up; Dean was the
first witness to make that allegation.

Executive Privilege: The ability of the US President to withhold certain confidential information from the legislative and
judicial branches and the public.

Immunity: A legal status in which an individual is exempt from punishment for violations of the law in exchange for
aiding in a criminal, civil, or legislative investigation.

Obstruction of Justice: The act of inappropriately interfering with the justice system, in particular the laws and
processes of prosecutors, investigators, or other government officials.

Money Laundering: The process of illegally covering up the origins of money that was obtained in illegal ways.

Discovery of President Nixon’s Recording Devices

On July 16, Alexander Butterfield, former presidential appointments secretary, told the committee in testimony that
President Nixon had recording devices installed in the Oval Office and his office in the Executive Office Building in the
spring of 1971, shocking both Congress and the public. These tape recordings offered an unexpected and potent source
of information about what the president knew and said, documenting his level of involvement.

President Nixon refused to turn over the tapes, claiming that they were protected by executive privilege. After the
special prosecutor sued to obtain them, U.S. District Judge John Sirica ruled that the White House must surrender

relevant tapes to the court for private review. On October 12, 1973, the D.C. e A e S e

Circuit Court of Appeals upheld Sirica’s ruling, finding that the federal court a person to testify or share documents

had jurisdiction to resolve the dispute, that presidents are not absolutely in a court or legislative proceeding.

immune from grand jury subpoenas, and that the courts may rule on matters Fallurle to comply may result in a
penalty.

related to executive privilege. Later, on July 24, 1974, the Supreme Court held
8 to 0 that President Nixon must turn over 64 tapes to the special prosecutor, rejecting his claim of executive privilege.
These rulings produced a crucial moment in U.S. political history in which courts relied on our democratic system of
checks and balances to resolve an emerging constitutional crisis and established limits on the president’s privilege.

The “Saturday Night Massacre” and the Turning of Public Opinion

During the court proceedings, rather than turn over the tapes, President Nixon offered to provide a transcript of the
tapes. When Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox’s refused President Nixon’s offer, Nixon ordered Attorney General Elliot
Richardson to fire Mr. Cox. The Attorney General refused and resigned immediately. When President Nixon gave the
same order to Deputy Attorney General William Ruckelshaus, he also refused and resigned.

Desperate, President Nixon issued the order a third time to Solicitor General Robert Bork, who complied by firing Mr.
Cox.
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Dubbed by the press as the “Saturday Night Massacre,” the president’s attempt to interfere with a criminal investigation
by firing a sitting federal prosecutor resonates to this day.

Impeachment: The process of President Nixon greatly underestimated the consequences of his actions. An

investigating charges of misconduct NBC News poll showed that 75% of the public disapproved of his actions, and
against a holder of office, such as the House members overwhelmingly agreed, voting 410 to 4 to authorize the
president.

Judiciary Committee to open an impeachment inquiry.

Bipartisanship: Cooperation and

; ’ The Impeachment Hearings
collaboration between opposing

political parties. The House Judiciary Committee was chaired by Democrat Peter Rodino of
New Jersey and was composed of 21 Democrats and 17 Republicans. The

gravity of the task before the committee led members to proceed in a bipartisan manner. Despite the White House’s
continued assertion that they were not required to turn over any evidence to Congress, Judge Sirica granted the new
Special Prosecutor, Leon Jaworski, permission to turn over the tapes to the Judiciary Committee as well as other grand
jury information. The most important tape recording concerned a conversation on March 21, 1973, between President
Nixon and John Dean, in which they discussed paying off the Watergate burglars, and Mr. Dean told the president that
some of his aides, himself included, could go to jail for
obstruction of justice. This tape was key evidence of
President Nixon’s involvement in and attempted cover-up
of the events associated with the Watergate scandal.

Over the course of the hearings, the rejection of President
Nixon’s claims of executive privilege was integral to
Congress’ ability to obtain important evidence. Further,
President Nixon’s unwillingness to cooperate with the
committee was deemed significant; Archibald Cox said of
the unfulfilled subpoena issued by the Judiciary
Committee that “non-compliance with the House

subpoena was itself a cause for impeachment.” Democrat

Barbara Jordan of Texas further claimed that “a president Representative Barbara Johnson during the House Judiciary

L . Committee impeachment hearings
is impeachable if he attempts to subvert the Source: U.S. House of Representatives Photography Office

Constitution.”

Following the hearings, the committee voted on five articles of impeachment, approving three of them. The
impeachment charges, however, never received a vote by the full House membership. Instead, at 9:01 pm on August 8,
1974, President Nixon addressed the nation live on television from the Oval Office and announced he would step down,
effective at noon the next day.

Ford’s Pardon and the Aftermath

Following Nixon’s resignation, Vice President Gerald Ford took the Presidential Oath of Office and became the 38th
President of the United States. One month later, on September 8, 1974,

P tA isi . . . . .
ardon: A government decision to President Ford issued Richard Nixon a pardon and gave the former president

relieve a person of the legal
consequences resulting from a criminal ~ control of the White House tapes recorded during his time in office. This

conviction. decision was unpopular with the public and outraged many in Congress after
their long battle to obtain access to the tapes. To stop the turnover, Congress
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overwhelmingly passed the Presidential Recordings and Materials Preservation Act of 1974, which gave control of the
tapes and other materials relating to Watergate to the National Archives. Congress subsequently passed the Presidential
Records Act of 1978 to preserve all presidential, vice presidential, and White House records going forward. This
legislation was an important result of Watergate.

The Watergate investigation led Congress to take other steps
as well to prevent presidential and government abuses. Key
legislation included: The Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA)
Amendments, the Freedom of Information Act, the Privacy Act Atguet 9, 1974
of 1974, the Tax Reform Act of 1976, and the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978. These legislative reforms were

THE WHITE HOUSE

Dear Mr, Secretary:

I hereby resign the Office of President of the
United States.

designed to increase transparency and accountability by giving
judges the authority to evaluate certain documents, requiring

federal tax returns to be treated as “confidential,” requiring B e b
certain government officials (including the president and vice 3
president) to submit financial disclosure forms, and reforming 2 onareils Henty A- Elep et

Washington, D.C. 20520

the process for investigating government misconduct.
Conclusion

Ultimately, 48 people were convicted of crimes related to the
Watergate scandal including conspiracy, obstruction of justice,
perjury, burglary, wiretapping, and distributing illegal
campaign literature. Twenty corporations pled guilty to making

illegal campaign contributions. Federal courts issued key

precedents establishing that presidents are subject to grand President Richard Nixon's letter of resignation
Source: National Archives

jury subpoenas and
Conspiracy: In legal terms, the act of Jury P

plotting to commit a crime. limiting the scope of executive privilege.
Precedent: A prior ruling or judgment Following his resignation, President Nixon and his wife, Pat, returned to their
that may influence future proceedings. home in San Clemente, California. In 1977, he participated in a series of

televised interviews with David Frost, drawing an audience of 45 to 50 million
viewers. Over the years, he published ten books, including his memoirs in 1978, which became a bestseller. In 1990, he
oversaw the opening of the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum. He traveled the world, met with foreign
leaders, and was a popular guest speaker until his death in 1994.

Learn more about The Watergate Investigation:
e  (Congress Investigates: A Critical and Documentary History, Volume Two, Chapter Eight by the Robert

C. Byrd Center
e “Gavel-to-Gavel”: The Watergate Scandal and Public Television

e History Channel documentary: Watergate

e Watergate Files Exhibit (Ford Library Museum)

e \Watergate hearings videos (American Archive of Public Broadcasting)
e \Watergate trial tapes (Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum)
° Impeachment Inquiries into President Richard Nixon

° Levin Center Portraits in Oversight: The Watergate Hearings
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La Investigacidon de Watergate

La investigacion del Senado sobre los escandalos de Watergate es
uno de los ejemplos mas conocidos de vigilancia del Congreso. Es
una historia de como integrantes del Congreso, a pesar de
pertenecer a partidos diferentes y tener opiniones y ambiciones
politicas diferentes, se unieron en un momento de crisis en
beneficio del pais y mostraron lo que puede alcanzarse cuando los
principios se ubican por encima de la politica. La investigacion llevé
a la renuncia del presidente y a una legislacion para fortalecer la
transparencia y la rendicion de cuentas en elecciones
presidenciales y en la operacidn del gobierno federal.

Los Robos v la Formacion del Comité de Watergate

El 28 de mayo y el 17 de junio de 1972, siete agentes del Comité
para Reelegir al Presidente (CREEP, por sus siglas en inglés)
irrumpieron en las oficinas del Comité Nacional Demdcrata,

localizado en el complejo Watergate en Washington, D. C. Durante
la segunda visita, cinco ladrones fueron arrestados mientras

intentaban intervenir teléfonos y robar documentos sensibles. Cartel de “Se busca” de los conspiradores de Watergate

. Fuente: Biblioteca del Congreso
Durante el siguiente afio, Carl Bernstein y Bob Woodward del

Washington Post, trabajaron con una fuente secreta llamada “Garganta profunda” y descubrieron y revelaron conexiones
financieras entre los ladrones, CREEP y la Casa Blanca. Esto era significativo porque indicaba la potencial participacion del
presidente Richard Nixon en los robos.

Intervencion telefonica: Colocar en secreto un dispositivo de audio a una linea telefénica para monitorear y escuchar
una conversacion.

Comité Selecto: Pequefio comité formado con un propdsito especifico que es disuelto una vez alcanzado el objetivo.
Partidismo: Falta de cooperacidn entre partidos opuestos.
Perjurio: El acto de proporcionar informacidn falsa bajo juramento.

El 7 de febrero de 1973, el Senado respondio a la desaprobacion publica de los robos al establecer por unanimidad el
Comité Selecto del Senado sobre Actividades de Campafias Presidenciales o el Comité Watergate. Los integrantes fueron
seleccionados con mucho cuidado por ambos partidos para evitar partidismo. El objetivo del comité era investigar
“actividades ilegales, inapropiadas o poco éticas” en relaciéon con la campafia presidencial de 1972 y determinar la
necesidad de una nueva legislacion para salvaguardar las elecciones en Estados Unidos.

A medida que el comité avanzaba en la investigacion, siguieron surgiendo revelaciones sobre los robos y el subsecuente
encubrimiento. Salid a relucir evidencia que revelaba que se habia cometido perjurio a nombre de la Casa Blanca y que
el CREEP habia usado “trucos sucios” para dafiar y hundir con éxito la campafia del principal contendiente demdcrata, el
Senador Edmund Muskie.

Testimonio de los Ayudantes de |la Casa Blanca

Aungque el presidente Nixon inicialmente dijo que los ayudantes de la Casa Blanca no recibirian permiso de testificar
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informacidn sobre presuntos crimenes. Al final, el presidente no pudo prevenir que sus ayudantes testificaran.

Las audiencias televisadas duraron 51 dias y generaron 237 horas de testimonio de testigos que incluia a asistentes del
mas alto nivel del presidente Nixon, directores de CREEP y los ladrones de Watergate. Este testimonio fue crucial porque
muchos admitieron destruir documentos sensibles o robados, sabotear la campafia del Senador Muskie, pagar sobornos
y sentirse presionados por la Casa Blanca para cometer perjurio.

John Dean, quien recibié inmunidad del comité por su cooperacion, empezé el 24 de junio de 1973 su famoso
testimonio televisado que duré una semana. Admitié obstruir la justicia mientras fungia como abogado de la Casa
Blanca, alentando testimonio perjuro, lavado de dinero y otras conductas inapropiadas. Sefialé haberle dicho al
presidente Nixon que “habia un cancer que crecia en la presidencia” que era necesario extirpar. Describi6 seis
conversaciones con el presidente Nixon que indicaban que el presidente sabia, o incluso estaba involucrado en el
encubrimiento de Watergate. Dean fue el primer testigo en hacer esa acusacion.

Privilegio Ejecutivo: Capacidad del presidente de Estados Unidos de no brindar cierta informacion confidencial a los
poderes Legislativo y Judicial, y al publico en general.

Inmunidad: Estatus legal que exenta a un individuo de un castigo por violaciones a la ley, a cambio de ayudar en una
investigacion criminal, civil o legislativa.

Obstruccion de la Justicia: Acto de interferir inapropiadamente con el sistema judicial, en particular las leyes y procesos
de los abogados, investigadores u otros funcionarios de gobierno.

Lavado de Dinero: Proceso de encubrir ilegalmente el origen del dinero que fue obtenido de manera ilegal.

Descubrimiento de los Dispositivos de Grabacion del Presidente Nixon

El 16 de julio, Alexander Butterfield, exsecretario de nombramientos presidenciales, testificd ante el comité que el
presidente Nixon habia instalado dispositivos de grabacion en la Oficina Oval y en su oficina en el edificio de oficinas
ejecutivas en la primavera de 1971, lo que sorprendié al Congreso y al publico. Estas grabaciones se convirtieron en una
inesperada y potente fuente de informacidn acerca de lo que sabia y habia dicho el presidente, sugiriendo su nivel de
participacion.

El presidente Nixon se rehusd a entregar las grabaciones bajo el argumento de privilegio ejecutivo, pero después de
muchas idas y vueltas, el juez John Sirica ordend que la Casa Blanca deberia entregar grabaciones relevantes a la corte

para una revision privada. El 12 de octubre de 1973, el Tribunal de Apelaciones
Citacion: Orden de una agencia

gubernamental para la entrega de

evidencia. El incumplimiento de esta
absolutamente inmunes a las citaciones del gran jurado y que los tribunales orden conduce a una multa.

del Circuito de D. C. confirmé el fallo de Sirica, y encontré que la corte federal
tenia jurisdiccidn para resolver la disputa, que los presidentes no son

pueden pronunciarse en asuntos relacionados con el privilegio ejecutivo. Este
fue un momento crucial en la historia politica en la que un tribunal se basd en nuestro sistema democratico de controles
y contrapesos para resolver una emergente crisis constitucional y establecié limites a los privilegios del presidente.

La “Masacre del Sdbado por la Noche” y el Giro de la Opinidn Publica

En lugar de entregar las grabaciones, el presidente Nixon ofrecid proporcionar una transcripciéon. Cuando el fiscal
especial Archibald Cox rechazé el ofrecimiento, Nixon ordend al fiscal general Elliot Richardson despedir al Sr. Cox.
Richardson se rehusé y renuncié de inmediato. Cuando el presidente Nixon le dio la misma orden al procurador general
adjunto William Ruckelshaus, éste también se rehusd y renuncié. Desesperado, por tercera vez el presidente Nixon dio la
orden, esta vez al procurador general Robert Bork, quien cumplié con la tarea de despedir al Sr. Cox. Apodada por la
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prensa como la “masacre del sdbado por la noche”, la mala conducta de un presidente que despidié a un fiscal federal en
funciones que conducia una investigacidn criminal resuena todavia hasta el dia de hoy.

El Presidente Nixon subestimd en gran medida las consecuencias de sus it Bl Promsse o7 st
acciones. Una encuesta de NBC News arrojé que el 75% del publico cargos de mala conducta en contra del
desaprobaba sus acciones y los miembros de la Camara estuvieron de acuerdo titular de un cargo como el presidente.

con una votaciéon de 410 a 4 para autorizar que el Comité Judicial abriera una s L
Bipartidismo: Cooperacion y

colaboracién entre partidos politicos
opuestos.

investigacion de juicio politico.

Las Audiencias del Juicio Politico

El Comité Judicial de la Cdmara era presidido por el demdcrata Peter Rodino de Nueva Jersey y estaba compuesto por 21
demdcratas y 17 republicanos. La gravedad de la tarea que tenia ante si el comité llevd a los integrantes a proceder de
manera bipartita. A pesar de la continua afirmacién de la Casa Blanca de que no tenian que entregar ninguna evidencia
al Congreso, el juez Sirica dio permiso al nuevo fiscal especial, Leon Jaworski, de entregar las grabaciones al Comité
Judicial. La grabacién mds importante, fechada el 21 de
marzo de 1973, contenia una conversacion entre el
presidente Nixon y John Dean, en la que se abordaba el
pago a los ladrones de Watergate y en la que el Sr. Dean le
decia al presidente que algunos de sus asistentes, incluido
él mismo, podrian ir a prisién por obstruir la justicia. Esta
grabacidn fue evidencia fundamental de la participacion
del presidente Nixon en los eventos de Watergate y el
intento de encubrirlos.

Durante las audiencias, el rechazo a las pretensiones de

privilegio ejecutivo del presidente Nixon fue

La representante Barbara Johnson durante las audiencias de determinante para obtener evidencia. Ademas, la falta de

juicio politico del Comité Judicial de la Cdmara de Representantes voluntad del presidente Nixon de cooperar con el comité
Fuente: Oficina de Fotografia de la Cdmara de Representantes de

' fue significativa. Archibald Cox dijo acerca de la citacidn
los Estados Unidos

incumplida emitida por el Comité Judicial que “haber
incumplido con una citacidn de la Camara era en si una causa de juicio politico”. La demdcrata de Texas, Barbara Jordan,
también afirmé que “Un presidente puede enfrentar juicio politico si intenta subvertir la Constitucion”.

Después de las audiencias, el comité voté en cinco articulos de destitucion, pero nunca recibieron un voto de todos los
integrantes de la Cdmara. A las 9:01 de la noche del 8 de agosto de 1974, el presidente Nixon se dirigié a la nacién por
televisidn en vivo desde la Oficina Oval y anuncid que dejaria su cargo, haciéndose efectivo al mediodia del dia siguiente.

El Perdén de Ford vy las Secuelas

Posterior a la renuncia de Nixon, el vicepresidente Gerald Ford prestd juramento presidencial y se convirtio en el
presidente nimero 38 de Estados Unidos. Un mes después, el 8 de septiembre de 1974, el presidente Ford le concedid el

erdon a Richard Nixon vy le dio al expresidente el control de las grabaciones . _ . —
P ¥ P & Perdén: Decision del gobierno de eximir

a una persona de las consecuencias
el publico e indignd a muchos en el Congreso después de una larga batalla legales resultantes de una condena

gue se hicieron durante su estadia en el puesto. La decision fue mal vista por

para tener acceso a las grabaciones. Para detener la entrega, el Congreso penal.
aprobd abrumadoramente la Ley de Preservacién de Materiales y Grabaciones
Presidenciales de 1974 que otorgaba el control de las grabaciones y otros materiales relacionados con Watergate a los
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Archivos Nacionales. Mas adelante, el Congreso aprobd la Ley de Registros Presidenciales de 1978 para preservar todos
los futuros registros presidenciales, vicepresidenciales y de la Casa
Blanca. Esta legislacion fue un resultado importante de Watergate.

La investigacion de Watergate llevo al Congreso a dar otros pasos, THE WHITE HOUSE
asi como prevenir abusos presidenciales y gubernamentales. La R
legislacién clave incluia: la Ley Federal de Campafia Electoral

(FECA, por sus siglas en inglés), Enmiendas, la Ley de Libertad de

Informacion, la Ley de Privacidad de 1974, la Ley de Reforma Fiscal
de 1976y la Ley de Etica en el Gobierno de 1978. Estas reformas

legislativas fueron disefiadas para incrementar la transparencia y ; /
la rendicién de cuentas al otorgar a los jueces la autoridad para , #

evaluar ciertos documentos, al solicitar que las declaraciones de
impuestos federales fueran tratadas como “confidenciales”, al
pedir que ciertos funcionarios de gobierno (incluidos el presidente
y el vicepresidente) presentaran formularios de declaracién
financiera y al reformar el proceso para investigar malas conductas
en el gobierno.

Conclusion
Carta de renuncia del presidente Richard Nixon

Al final, 48 personas fueron condenadas por crimenes Fuente: Archivos Nacionales
relacionados con el escandalo de Watergate que incluian conspiracién, obstruccidn de justicia, perjurio, robo,
intervencion telefénica y distribucidon de material de campafia ilegal. Veintidds corporaciones se declararon culpables de
Conspiracién: Acto de conspirar para hacer contribuciones ilegales de campafia. Los tribunales federales
cometer un crimen. establecieron precedentes clave al sefialar que los presidentes estan sujetos a

. . citaciones del gran jurado y al limitar la extension del privilegio ejecutivo.
Precedente: Un fallo o sentencia previa gran | y P 810 €

para ser tomada en cuenta mas

Después de su renuncia, el presidente Nixon y su esposa Pat regresaron a su
adelante.

casa en San Clemente, California. En 1977, Nixon participd en una serie de
entrevistas televisivas con David Frost, alcanzando una audiencia de 45 a 50 millones de televidentes. Con los afios,
publico diez libros, incluidas sus memorias en 1978, publicacidn que se convirtio en bestseller. En 1990 superviso la
apertura del Museo y Biblioteca Presidencial Richard Nixon. Viajé por el mundo, se entrevistd con lideres extranjeros y
fue un conocido orador invitado hasta su muerte en 1994.

Mas Informacion Sobre la Investigacion Watergate:
e Congress Investigates: A Critical and Documentary History, Volumen 2, Capitulo 8, Centro Robert C.
Byrd
o Gavel-to-Gavel”: El escandalo de Watergate y televisidn publica
e Documental de History Channel: Watergate
e Exhibicidn de los archivos de Watergate (Museo de |a Biblioteca Ford)
o Videos de las audiencias de Watergate (Archivo estadounidense de radiodifusién publica)
e (Cintas del juicio de Watergate (Museo y Biblioteca Presidencial Richard Nixon)
e |nvestigaciones de juicio politico del presidente Richard Nixon
e Retratos del Centro Levin sobre la supervisidn: Las audiencias de Watergate
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The Watergate Investigation
Comprehension Questions

1) What happened at the Democratic National Committee Headquarters in 19727?
2) Why was the testimony of John Dean a turning point during the Watergate Hearings?

3) Explain Executive Privilege. Why is it significant in the Watergate hearing?

4) What happened during President Nixon’s Impeachment hearings?

Discussion Questions
1. What role did the media play in the breaking of the Watergate story?

2. Explain your opinion on executive privilege. Are there circumstances that a president should be allowed to
protect information? What are they?

3. Name one short term and one long term outcome of the Watergate scandal and following investigation.

4. Inyour opinion, why was President Nixon pardoned so quickly by President Ford? Did he deserve it?
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The Watergate Investigation ANSWER KEY

Comprehension Questions
1) What happened at the Democratic National Committee Headquarters in 1972?

A series of two break-ins at the DNC Headquarters were performed. The people were arrested while attempting to steal
documents and wiretap the phones. It would be later found out that these people were directed by the Committee to Re-
Elect the President (CREEP) working for President Nixon.

2) Why was the testimony of John Dean a turning point during the Watergate Hearings?

John Dean, who served President Nixon as White House counsel, admitted to laundering money, lying under oath, and
knowing that President Nixon was involved with the Watergate break-in. This was a turning point because not only was
he the first witness to admit the President’s involvement, but his testimony was aired live on TV.

3) Explain Executive Privilege. Why is it significant in the Watergate hearing?

Executive Privilege is the ability of the US President to withhold certain confidential information from the legislative and
judicial branches and the public. This privilege has been upheld through several Supreme Court cases but usually has to
do with withholding information on matters of national security. This issue was significant during the Watergate hearing
because President Nixon claimed Executive Privilege to try and avoid admitting he had committed crimes, rather than to
protect the national interest.

4) What happened during President Nixon’s Impeachment hearings?

Following a bipartisan meeting of the House Judiciary Committee, three articles of impeachment were approved and sent
to the House for a vote. However, they never received a full vote by membership because President Nixon resigned on
August 8, 1974. One month later, President Ford issued President Nixon a pardon.

Discussion Questions
1. What role did the media play in the breaking of the Watergate story?

2. Explain your opinion on executive privilege. Are there circumstances that a president should be allowed to
protect information? What are they?

3. Name one short term and one long term outcome of the Watergate scandal and following investigation.

4. Inyour opinion, why was President Nixon pardoned so quickly by President Ford? Did he deserve it?
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